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AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE SENATE RACE 


The Rev. Raphael Warnock, the senior pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church, plans to maintain his leadership 
role at the church while he campaigns this year ina closely watched Senate race. AJC FILE 


Pastor at MLK church 


enters U.S. Senate race 


Warnock hopes to unify Democrats HENEN ( 


to overcome divided Republicans. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


The Rev. Raphael Warnock, the 
senior pastor at Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s historic church, entered 
one of Georgia’s two U.S. Senate 
races on Thursday with hopes 
of unifying Georgia Democrats 
in one of the nation’s premier 
2020 contests. 

Warnock launched his cam- 
paign against U.S. Sen. Kelly Loef- 
fler with a video that detailed 
his path from public housing in 
Savannah to the pulpit of Atlan- 
ta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church and 
a pledge to turn his progressive 
preaching into policy. 

“T’ve always thought that my 
impact doesn’t stop at the church 
door. That’s actually where it 
starts,” he said. “I love this coun- 
try, and I believe that what makes 
America so great is that we’ve 
always had a path to make it 
greater.” 


He enters the race with the 
endorsement of Stacey Abrams 
and the support of other prom- 
inent state and national Dem- 
ocrats. 

Loeffler, a Republican financial 
executive, also faces a challenge 
from conservative Republican 
U.S. Rep. Doug Collins. 

Warnock said he plans to 
maintain his leadership role at 
Ebenezer, the spiritual home of 
King, a move that will invite more 
scrutiny of the famed Atlanta con- 
gregation. 

“This is going to be hard work. 
And it should be. Anybody run- 
ning for office knows that it’s 
hard work,” Warnock said in an 
interview. “But I’ve always under- 
stood that my service extends far 
beyond the doors of the church.” 

The pastor’s decision to enter 
the Senate race, after The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution first reported 


Senate race continued on A6 


TOP NATIONAL STORY IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


Impeachment: What happened Thursday 


> MORE OF TODAY’S TOP NEWS | 


More question: 


ALSO INSIDE 

» House impeachment man- 
agers, Trump’s lawyers ques- 
tioned before witness vote, A3 


he 
WILL ARONSON. 


Q&A, day 2 

Senate jurors peppered 
President Donald Trump’s 
defenders and accusers with final 
questions about the president’s 
conduct toward Ukraine at his 
impeachment trial Thursday. 


The whistleblower 


Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., tried to 
have Chief Justice John Roberts 
read a question that included the 
name of aperson widely thought 
to be the CIA whistleblower 
whose complaint sparked the 
impeachment inquiry. Roberts 
rejected it, but Paul later read 
the question aloud at anews 
conference. 
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THE REPUBLICANS 


Sen. Kelly Rep. Doug 
Loeffler was Collins is one 
appointed of the faces 
to fillthe of President 
seat left Trump’s 

by Johnny impeachment 
Isakson. defense. 


The vote on witnesses 
Republican Sens. Susan Collins 
of Maine, Mitt Romney of Utah 
and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
have expressed interest in hearing 
from other witnesses. But at least 
four GOP senators must join all 
Democrats in a vote scheduled 
for today to reach the majority 
required to call witnesses. 


What’s next 


Republican senators said they 
want to see a quick end to the 
trial if a vote to call witnesses 
fails. That could mean no closing 
statements and no private 
deliberations before moving toa 
verdict, which could come today. 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


TOP INTERNATIONAL STORY, A2 


NUMBER OF INFECTED PEOPLE SPIKES MORE THAN TENFOLD IN A WEEK 


AJC DIGGING DEEPER LIVING LONGER 


Life expectancy 
rises amid drop 
in drug deaths 


Georgia health officials 
cite drug monitoring 
database as a factor. 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@ajc.com 


Life expectancy in the United 
States has increased for the first 
time in four years, according 
to new federal figures, prompt- 
ing cautious optimism among 
public health officials in Georgia 
and across the nation following 
an alarming spike in drug over- 
dose deaths. 

Americans were expected to 
live 78.7 years in 2018, a small 
increase — just over a month — 
from 78.6 in 2017. That came after 
an ominous decline of 0.3 years 
between 2014 and 2017. Women 
were expected to live 81.2 years, 
five years longer than men. 

“We don’t know if this is the 
start of a new trend of increases 
in life expectancy and a contin- 
ued decline in deaths due to over- 
doses, but it is positive,” said Eliz- 
abeth Arias, a demographer for 
the National Center for Health 
Statistics, which released the 
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Americans were expected 
tolive 78.7 yearsin 2018, an 
increase from 78.6in 2017, 
the National Center for 
Health Statistics announced 
this week. Women were 
expected to live 81.2 years, 
five years longer than men. 


report Thursday. 

The center did not provide 
state-by-state figures. But Geor- 
gia ranked 42nd among the states 
and the District of Columbia in 
2016 with a life expectancy for its 
residents at 74.8 years, according 
to the Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation at the University 
of Washington in Seattle. 

The nationwide boost in life 
expectancy came as rates for 
most of the top 10 leading causes 
of death fell, including heart dis- 
ease, cancer and “unintentional 
injuries,” such as drug overdoses 
and car crashes. 

Overdoses killed a record 70,237 


Living longer continued on A6 


ONLY IN THE AJC ELECTION SECURITY 


Proposal would end 
hand recounts of 
State’s paper ballots 


Human element crucial 
to fair process, election 
integrity groups Say. 


By Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


Secretary of State Brad Raffen- 
sperger has repeatedly said paper 
ballots will give Georgia voters “a 
physical recount.” 

But under a proposed elec- 
tions rule, the only physical part 
of the recount would occur when 
poll workers feed ballots into the 
machines. 

The rule calls for recounts to 
be conducted by ballot scanning 
machines that read votes encoded 
in bar codes. Election officials 


METRO, B1 
First execution of 
year brings division 


While Donnie Lance’s children 
fought to save him, family of 
Dwight “Butch” Wood Jr. was 
ready for this day long ago. 


“An exquisite love letter to humanity. 


won’t review the ballot text to 
check the accuracy of vote totals 
until the state develops audit- 
ing rules. 

Election integrity organiza- 
tions say recounts of paper bal- 
lots should be done by hand to 
help ensure that the printed text 
matches votes tabulated from 
the bar code. 

“You have to have a manual 
process to confirm a comput- 
erized process,” said Marian K. 
Schneider, the president of Ver- 
ified Voting, a nonpartisan orga- 
nization that promotes accurate 
and verifiable elections. “The best 
way is to doa hand recount that 
can look at the human-readable 


Recounts continued on A6 
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